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INTRODUCTION
Sideswipe injury is often described as a complex elbow injury occurring when the elbow rests on a side bar of

the window of a vehicle, however, it can occur even in the lower limb if it protrudes out. Although this is a

common sight in developing countries, sideswipe injuries of the lower limb are infrequently reported in

literature.

➢ A 27-year-old male, hit by a tricycle from the side 

while he was travelling in a tricycle, sitting on the right 

side of the driver with his right leg protruding out.

➢ There was an open wound of size 20 cm x 10 cm on 

lateral aspect of the middle one-third of his right leg. 

➢ The patient underwent debridement and skin grafting 

and went on to have a good functional outcome.

CASE PRESENTATION

DISCUSSION

➢ The passenger sitting on side of the driver has to

keep his leg protruding out due to less space

available.

➢ Overloading also limits spatial vision of the driver

by obstruction of mirrors.

➢ Most of the tricycles are fitted with iron angles.

These angles are at the level which can

dangerously hit the leg during sideswipe.

➢ Driving carelessly to negotiate people walking in

opposite direction can also contribute to the cause.

CONCLUSION
➢ Through this report, we want to bring attention to this avoidable injury mechanism and to advocate for strict

regulations about (a) passengers sitting by the driver side (b) any customization of driver seat and (c) banning

metal angles over the rear wheels which can injure even a by stander.
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